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A Message from the Head Teacher 
Welcome to the Christmas edition of the Egglescliffe Edge.  This autumn term has been exceptionally rewarding, 

we are extremely proud and delighted to have been listed in the Sunday Times Good Schools Guide as one of the 

best schools in the country for both GCSE and A-level outcomes.  Egglescliffe School and Sixth Form has been 

listed as the 5th best state school in the North East and the 222nd best school in the country. We are determined 

to provide an outstanding education for all, to care and support individuals and stretch and challenge every 

student so that they achieve their very best. 

In November, Egglescliffe School celebrated the success of the 2017-2018 cohort of Bronze Award students, and 

our first recipients of the Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award.  34 students at Bronze and 10 students at Silver have 

successfully completed and received their certificates and badges. They undertook 12-24 weeks of personal 

development through volunteering experience, physical fitness, and learning a new skill, giving up three hours a 

week to extend their capabilities and their futures. 

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking the PTA for their support and providing once again, one of the 

most popular Christmas Fairs in the region.  There were over 70 stalls displaying the delights of local crafts, 

cuisine and seasonal decorations. 

May I take this opportunity of wishing governors, staff, the students and their families a very happy and peaceful 

Christmas. 

Mr. SG White 

Head Teacher NLE 

 

New ParentMail App for Android and iOS devices 
Over the past few months, ParentMail have been making many improvements to their parent App for Android and 

iOS devices and have recently launched a new version. 

If you are using our own school branded App, there are a few important things you need to know to ensure you 

continue receiving school communications. 

Our existing school branded App will stop working at the end of this year, so it is really important that you 

download the new App as soon as possible. 

To download the App, simply search ‘ParentMail’ in the Apple or Android App store.  Once installed, please delete 

the current App from your device. 

The new App includes many improvements, including: 

 Improved user interface, making it quick and easy to find and manage school communications. 

 An ‘Unread’ section, where parents can find all new and unread items quickly and easily. 

 A new ‘Announcements’ feature to keep parents up to date with important ParentMail news. 

 Improved archiving and delete functionality, making it easy to select items in bulk.  

 The new App will make it even easier for ParentMail to make improvements in response to parent 

feedback. 
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The Royal Society of Chemistry’s Top of the Bench Competition. 
On Wednesday, 5th December, three other students and I attended the Royal Society of Chemistry’s Top of the 

Bench competition at Teesside University.  This is a national competition for 14-16 year olds studying Chemistry.  

We worked in two teams.  The competition was split into four rounds. Round one was probably the most crushing 

round of all – the Egglescliffe A team was first throughout the competition, only to lose by a relatively small margin 

on the very last question to finish a crushing second place.  

 

The second round was Element Cluedo, and we were essentially carried through the round by the year 10 pupil, 

who curiously knew beforehand that phosphorus was first identified from urine!  The third round was Guess the 

Gas, which proved difficult and finally the fourth round played to my strength in particular - exam questions!   

The Year 10 and 11s had a much nicer set of questions than the Year 9s.  We had more traditional exam style 

questions, whereas their questions included one on twelve elements with a proton number smaller than 92, which 

were named after people.  The last round was a little more complicated – we had to make some really long 

molecules from molecular model kits – but the models were in another room and one member at a time could go 

to the other room, come back and piece together what they’d seen and remembered. 

We were very happy to have come second out of the teams that had turned up, conceding only to Durham High 

School of Girls.  Out of the top four, Egglescliffe was the only state school.  It was a great experience, and the 

entire team enjoyed the competition! 

Annie Z 

 

Scholar Lectures and Talks 
The Scholars have really enjoyed this half term with a plethora of talks and lectures.  

The first was from Mr Wood, who talked to 20 students about how he turned a love of physical geography and 

maps into a career that has included mapping water networks, working to help clear landmine affected war zones, 

and helping customers across the world understand how to use this science to make better decisions.  He 

fascinated the students with his current work launching satellites with the express purpose of doing well on 

earth.  Students handled a real satellite and took models home to make on their own. 
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Secondly, in December, Mr Watt came and discussed his 

career in Chemical engineering.  As a Process Engineering 

Manager at Wood, a global engineering company he 

talked about what chemical engineers do, his path into the 

industry, and how chemical engineers contribute to the 

battle against climate change. 

He inspired the students with talks of dangerous 

processes and the exciting projects he was involved in as a 

research chemist before he became an engineer.  You can 

read more about this talk on our display board, where Tom 

O in Y7 has written an evaluative article. 

Finally, Year 10 Scholars and Gifted Mathmeticians have 

visited Teesside University on the 12th December to take 

part in ‘The Advanced Maths Programme’.  Zoe Griffiths and Ben Sparks from the University of Bath inspired both 

students and staff alike with advanced maths concepts.  One student said, “It was brilliant, totally inspiring, it has 

really made me think about what maths can really do!” 

 

Important Dates 
Term Starts   Y12/Y13 Music Mock Exams  Y12 & Y13 Art/Photography 
Mon 7th January 2019  Mon 7th – Fri 18th January   Mock Exams 
          Mon 14th – Fri 18th January 

 

Year 8 Ski Trip  Year 12 Science Trip   Year 9 Options Evening 
Sat 19th – Fri 25th January Wed 30th & Thurs 31st January   Thurs 31st January – 6:30pm 

 
The complete school calendar is available on the school website located here. 
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