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Chandlers Ridge Academy
Mackenzie Thorpe Art Week:
All the trust primary schools have taken part in a Mackenzie Thorpe
art week during the summer term. We had a tremendous time across
school and there was a range of clay pieces, paintings and larger
models. As we were unable to hold an art gallery, we placed many
items outside school for parents and carers to view. Our winning
piece, in the photo, was made by a group of children in Year 6 is now
going to be displayed in Mackenzie Thorpe’s gallery in Richmond.

Sports Week
During sports week, all children had a sports day from Nursery to Y6
with different events across the day. Some of the children received
certficates for resilience, passion, self-belief, determanation, honesty
and teamwork. These are the values of Sports Partnership.
KS2 children were also involved in inter house events within their
year group including cross country, bench ball, rounders and
basketball.

It’s coming home!
On Wednesday 7th July, we celebrated England in the Euro’s semifinal. We all dressed up in red and white or football kits for the day.
We can’t wait until the final.
Come on England!

For up to date information please visit our website – valt.org.uk
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Egglescliffe School
Engineering Club:
The Young Engineers in year 8 took their car 'Vision Racing' to
Croft circuit near Darlington on Tuesday 22nd June to race
against teams from all over the country, from Sussex to
Newcastle. The students had a great day, and have been able to
spend time with more established teams to generate fantastic
ideas of how to make the car more efficient and quicker.
They now move on to completing the second car and to make
engineering modifications to this existing car. They are also
looking in to securing sponsorship deals to be able to engineer
the cars to a higher specification.

Languages Spelling Bee
Congratulation to Tillie S-H (French) and Sophie B-L (German) in year 7 who have both achieved a place at the
National Final of the Routes into Languages Spelling Bee and will compete in July. We are very proud of you, good
luck!

Year 7 Enrichissement Culturel / kulturelle Bereicherung
In July, our year 7 pupils took part in some cultural enrichment. Year 7 French pupils learnt all about boules and
had an opportunity to play it outdoors (using their French of course)! Year 7 German pupils learnt some
traditional German games and played them in German outdoors.

‘Europe goes to Tokyo’
Six year 10 pupils took part in a virtual German event on Friday 2nd July on an Olympic themed challenge called
'Europe goes to Tokyo'. Pupils used their German as well as their creative skills to create a merchandise design
and send an inflight announcement. This event was organised by Business Language Champions.

Year 10 Drama Students
Our year 10 Drama students
performed their GCSE Devised
Exam pieces on Thursday the
1st July. They have overcome
the challenges posed this year
with such enthusiasm and skill,
producing excellent pieces with
powerful messages for their audience.
They are all a delight teach! Their work ethic and passion for Drama is inspiring.

Free School Meal Bags
Our kitchen tables were full of free school meal bags, ready to be delivered to our
trusts primaries made up here from super market trips & local supplier deliveries.
It’s an absolute pleasure to be able to continue supporting pupils in need across the
trust!

Boxing Proficiency course with Tees Active
Some of our students have been undertaking a boxing proficiency course with Tees
Active in Middlesbrough, it’s been fantastic seeing the progress they’ve made in this
time.

For up to date information please visit our website – valt.org.uk
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Huntcliff School
Brilliance in The Brilliant Club
Three Y10 students have been taking part in The Brilliant Club, a national charity scheme that aims to encourage
progression to highly selective universities. The students have been joined each week by a PhD student from
Durham University who has been working with them on the subject of ‘Riot, Rebellion and the Racialisation of
Disorder’. The students recently submitted their final essay and received their marks – they should all be really
proud of their grades.
The students and their parents/carers will be attending a virtual Graduation ceremony on the 14th July to
celebrate their hard work and achievements on this programme.

Middlesbrough Football Club Visits Huntcliff
Nine students have been taking part in an initiative run by Middlesbrough
Football Club that aims to help students grow their business skills. The
students have been undertaking the Enterprise ASDAN Award which
includes Goal Setting, Money Management, Product Design, Brand
Advertising, Managing a Business, and Preparing for Employment. A lot of
useful knowledge!
Additionally, students will create a social action project, where they will work together to either volunteer,
fundraise or campaign for positive change in their school and/or local community. The students have been
working really hard and Miss Vodden (KS4 Pastoral Manager) is very proud of their effort.

Hard Work Pays off!
We have been so proud of students across the board for their hard work and excellent behaviour during exams
this half-term. Years 7 and 10 completed trial exams in a number of subjects, while Year 11 finished their GCSE
papers. It’s been a challenging time for everyone so well done for your concentration and commitment on this!

The Prince’s Trust Programme
Students from Y9 and 10 have, this term, been completing the Personal
Development, Teamwork and Employability Skills Qualification run by The
Prince’s Trust. The qualification helps young people re-engage with
learning, increases confidence, resilience and social skills, improves
attendance and motivation and helps young people plan for their future.
As part of the course, students have visited a forest school and the beach
where they carried out team building activities such as shelter building and
cooking their own food using a fire that they had built! Miss Vodden said of
the group: “I have been amazed at how hard the students have worked and the
dedication that they have demonstrated throughout the course. Staff have commented on their confidence in other
lessons and resilience following their time with The Prince’s Trust programme.”

Year 7 Transition
Looking ahead to the next school year, Miss Brudenell (Y7 Pastoral Manager) has been working hard to make sure
everything is in place for in the incoming Y6s. With Government announcements meaning physical transitions
cannot take place, Miss Brudenell has arranged to deliver transition passport leaflets to Y6s. This will include a
welcome letter from current Y7 students as well as information on the various clubs, activities and facilities
available when they arrive at Huntcliff.

Sports Day is Coming Home!
Students and staff are excited for the upcoming Sports Day on Tuesday 13th July. As well as the usual track and
field events, students will take part in Wheelchair Basketball, Kin Ball, Ultimate Frisbee and have the opportunity
to complete an inflatable assault course.

For up to date information please visit our website – valt.org.uk

TERMLY EDITION
<Summer 2/2021>

Junction Farm Primary School
Sports Week

Monday 21st June was the start of our action-packed Sports Week at Junction Farm. All children from Nursery up
to Year 6 took part in a range of activities; we had fencing, football, basketball and hoopstarz, to name just a few!
The children and staff thoroughly enjoyed the week and the jam-packed timetables.
We were really impressed with the enthusiasm and drive to succeed by all the children!

Mr Men and Little Miss Read-a-Thon Fundraiser

This year marks 50 years of the Mr Men and Little Miss books. To celebrate this, on
Friday 2nd July, we hosted a sponsored Mr Men and Little Miss ‘Read-a-Thon’ to
raise money for new books to expand our school reading scheme. The children were
invited to come to school dressed as their favourite Mr Men/Little Miss and bring in
their favourite book to take part in ‘Stop and Read’ intervals throughout the day.
Each year group also took part in a Mr Men and Little Miss run around the school track. The
children were sponsored by family and friends for the events they took part in throughout
the day. A huge success enjoyed by all – thank you to all of our sponsors!

Rights Respecting Schools – Silver Award
Over the past two years at Junction Farm, we have been on a journey to progress
as a Rights Respecting School. This half term, we successfully moved
from a ‘Bronze’ to a ‘Silver’ Rights Respecting School. The children, staff, parents
and carers have worked brilliantly together to help achieve this award, working
both in and out of school to become rights aware. We are now on our journey at
Junction Farm to becoming a full ‘rights committed school’ and achieving our
Gold award!

Art Week
The Mackenzie Thorpe Art Week was a success in all primary schools across the
Trust. From sketching and mood boards, to painting, sculpture and mini galleries in
classrooms, children have been inspired by Mackenzie Thorpe’s Art from the Heart.
A small selection of the children’s best work will be available to view at the stunning ‘Arthaus Gallery’ in Richmond
from 6th July and will be displayed throughout the summer. If you would like to visit, it is free of charge. Please
keep a look out for further art on our social media pages! Now to start planning Art Week 2022… watch this
space!

For up to date information please visit our website – valt.org.uk
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Laurence Jackson School
As part of the One Vision Careers project a group of Year 11 students visited British Steel Profiles
in Skinningrove on Friday 25 June 2021. During the visit students learnt about manufacture profiles for a wide
range of applications, mainly into the forklift, construction and excavation sectors for domestic and international
customers, such as Caterpillar and Toyota.

18 of our Y11 students completed their Silver Duke of
Edinburgh Expedition recently, allowing them
to complete their full Silver DofE Award. LJS students walked
from school to their campsite at Kildale, a total of 15.3
kilometres. The following day students completed a very
tough 15.7 kilometre circular walk, which seen them cross
some challenging terrain. On the final day, students completed
a much shorter walk (9.7 kl) from Kildale to their end point at
Roseberry Topping. All members of the local community the
students came in contact with where highly
complementary about their exemplary behaviour and
manners.

Darcie C (Year 9) last week took part in the National Youth Ocean Climate Convention. The day started with an
online zoom call with the head of the “surfers against sewage” charity and some of his colleagues and members of
the “youth climate and ocean summit”. The youngsters discussed current climate issues and attended online
workshops and brain storming sessions, sharing ideas and opinions on what can be done by not only the
government but local authorities and young people in our society, to help combat climate change and the decline
of our oceans! The day culminated with a zoom call with several conservative MP’s in Cornwall and the shadow
minister for climate change to put across the days opinions, comments and ideas ahead of the G7 summit, where
they were discussed and debated with leaders from across the world! What a fantastic opportunity!

For up to date information please visit our website – valt.org.uk
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Saltburn Primary School
Rock Factory
Year 6 had a fantastic time at the Rock
Factory Workshop at the Soundpod
this half term. As well as having a go on
the taiko drums, they were able to
spend time creating their own music in
the digital suite.

Outdoor Education
Several year groups had the opportunity to scale the dizzy heights of a climbing
wall this half term before aiming for the elusive bullseye in archery!

End of Year 6
Early Years children had lots of fun completing their sponsored fun run in memory of Sir Captain Tom Moore. All
the children ran a mile around our playground. Luckily, they got in just in time for the rain! They raised over £1000
for Early Years resources. Thank you to parents/carers for their donations, and to Miss Valli for leading the way
(quite literally!).

Sports Day Events
We were pleased to be able to run some sports day evets this half term. Unfortunately, due to the current
situation, we were not able to invite our parents/carers to watch. However, the pupils had the most wonderful
time taking part and, despite the weather, were thrilled to have been able to have a sports day in some form. Well
done to all who participated!!

Art From The Heart
Pupils enjoyed Celebrating the work of Mackenzie Thorpe this half term. From
Monday 24th May we held our whole school art week. The week entitled ‘Art
from the Heart’, was inspired by the work of Mackenzie Thorpe and certain year
groups focused on certain areas of Saltburn, such as the cliff lift and the
seafront.

England Supporters
We supported the England Team in the current Euro 2020 semi-final on 7th July by asking pupils to come to school
wearing red and white. During the day, children also celebrated British Values and completed some football
themed activities.
We asked for 50p donation which will support the bid fund for Saltburn Skatepark.

Coastguard Visit
A big thank you to experienced former coastguard and 'Crucial Crew' lead Paul Waugh who visited Year 5 & 6 on
25th June. He worked with the children teaching them about water safety at the beach and around inland waters.
For up to date information please visit our website – valt.org.uk
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The Links Primary School
Sports Week (21st – 25th June)
What a week we had in Sports Week! There were so many experiences and visitors
to our school, making this our most spectacular Sports Week yet!
It started with the Climbing Wall arriving at school. It was touch and go if it would fit
through the gates as it was a massive 26 feet high! Key Stage Two enjoyed a busy
day trying to get to the top of the climbing wall. It was amazing to see the children
conquer their fears and every single one of them felt so proud of themselves and
enjoyed the experience.
During the week, we had 7 large inflatables take over the school field. This included
The Danger Run, Penalty Shoot Out, Bungee Run, Gladiator Joust, Super Slide, Air
Mountain and Giant Triceratops Bouncy Castle! The children ran, bounced and
competed all day long and the laughter could be heard throughout the school, creating a fantastic atmosphere!
Susy, a Pound Dancer, also visited the school, helping Early Years and Key Stage One to learn fantastic dance
moves to music. Then she showed Key Stage Two how to “Pound Dance”. This got very noisy and involved the
children using drumsticks to dance and pound them to music. What a work out they had!

The excitement kept building as the Ex-Professional Boro Footballer Mark Proctor arrived in school! He was an
inspirational visitor who praised all the children and he was thrilled to see the talent we have in our school,
pointing out some “future famous footballers”.
Throughout the week, every class had their own Sports Day on the school field. They had a mixture of track and
field events throughout the day. Although no parents could be present, they didn’t miss out as it was all filmed and
uploaded to our YouTube Channel!

Art Week (w.c 28th June)
This year for art week our school focused on the local artist
Mackenzie Thorpe. The children studied his life and art work
creating mood boards and fact files about him. Each day the children
were set a challenge through a video from Mackenzie
Thorpe himself. This challenged the children to learn a new skill and
develop their own ideas.
Each class discussed how his art work made them feel and what
emotions inspired him such as love, loneliness, hope, despair. They
recognised local landmarks in his work and choose landmarks near to
home to inspire their own art pieces.
The children have absolutely loved experiencing all the different types of media and materials. From painting to
collage, clay work to Modroc, weaving to felting we have tried it all! Whilst researching about Mackenzie Thorpe
we learnt about his love for Haiku poems. This inspired our English work and we created our own. Everyone had
an amazing art week producing some excellent results which where showcased in our online virtual
gallery. Alongside this we held a photography competition producing some fantastic photographs of our local
area.
A selected few art pieces will be on display in his galley at Richmond to view over the summer.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff and the children for their hard work and fantastic
contributions.
For up to date information please visit our website – valt.org.uk
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Whinstone Primary School
During the summer term we discovered all about Mackenzie Thorpe in our week-long Art Week. In Year 1 and
Year 2 we studied Mackenzie’s work while taking part in zoom Q and A sessions with the artist himself. We
created our own art work using different media inspired by the artist’s work. Children used water colours, oil
pastels and charcoal to create their pictures and clay to make their own sculptures.

KS1 Playground
Work started in late April on new equipment for our KS1 playground. All
of the children have been really excited to try out the fantastic new play
area. Each class has an assigned day to use it and they have been having
great fun!
We still have a couple of installation issues to be rectified in the coming
weeks.

Redesign Romano Park
Andrew Gardner from TGP architects came in to school to get ideas from
the Y6 children to help redesign the Romano Park at Ingleby Barwick.
“It was interesting because we could help them with ideas” – Jessica
“It was great to share our ideas from a child’s point of view” - Frankie

Swimming in Year 5
The year 5 children have had the opportunity to use the new Ingleby
Barwick leisure centre over the last couple of weeks for their swimming
lessons – that has never been used by the school before.
“It was very good, the pool is lovely – I enjoyed it!” – Alfie
“It was fantastic and so were the teachers!” - Zayed

We have also been busy sorting out classrooms and moving rooms in preparation for the VALT staff moving into
their new office space at Whinstone. We look forward to welcoming them in the Autumn term.

For up to date information please visit our website – valt.org.uk

