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A BUSY TERM AT EGGLESCLIFFE -
WISHING YOU A WONDERFUL
CHRISTMAS BREAK
As we reach the end of an incredibly busy and
rewarding term, I want to take this opportunity
to thank our students, staff, and parents for
their hard work and support. It has been a term
full of achievement, enrichment, and
community spirit, and we are proud of
everything we have accomplished together.
Academic Highlights
Year 11 and Year 13 have completed their mock
exams, giving them a strong foundation as they
prepare for the summer exams in May.
Alongside this, revision sessions and support
evenings have been well attended, and we truly
appreciate parent and carer engagement in
events such as the How to Revise evening, Sixth
Form Open Evening, and on-going subject
evenings.
Trips and Experiences
Our students have enjoyed some fantastic
opportunities beyond the classroom, including a
magical visit to the Cologne Christmas Markets,
an exciting F1 trip to Belgium, and many other
memorable experiences across all year groups.
Our extra-curricular programme continues to
thrive, with clubs such as Robotics, STEM, Art,
Cooking, and Science complementing academic
learning. The Year 12 Maths Challenge Team
deserves special congratulations for qualifying
for the National Final - a tremendous
achievement! Sporting success has also been a
highlight, with outstanding cross-country
performances alongside the usual energy and
commitment in football, netball, hockey, rugby,
and more.

Music has been a real showpiece this term, with
stunning performances at Yarm Church, Ripon
Cathedral, and the Sixth Form-led I Love the
Music night. We look forward to the Christmas
Concert on Thursday 18th, which promises to be
another spectacular event. It is a joy to see so
many young people performing to such an
exceptional standard.
Looking Ahead
As we move into the new year, our focus
remains on our core purpose: ensuring every
student has the opportunities and support to
develop into successful young people ready for
the next stage of their lives.
Thank you once again for your commitment and
partnership. We wish you all a very restful and
well-earned Christmas break and look forward
to an exciting and purposeful term ahead.

Mr N Gittins
Head of School



WE’RE PROUD TO BE RANKED 8TH
BEST SCHOOL IN THE NORTH EAST!
We are delighted to share some fantastic
news: our school has been named the 8th
best school in the North East in the 33rd
edition of The Sunday Times Parent Power
Guide 2026!This recognition places us among
the top-performing schools in the region and
reflects the hard work, dedication, and
commitment of our entire school community.
A huge thank you to our incredible students
for their enthusiasm and determination, to
our staff for their unwavering passion and
expertise, and to our parents and carers for
their continued support. Together, we have
created an environment where excellence
thrives. We are proud of this achievement
and excited to continue building on this
success.

STUDENT LEADERS SHINE THIS TERM
Our Student Leaders have been working with a quiet kind of brilliance this term, powering so many
of the school’s events from behind the scenes. Whether welcoming families at Open Evenings,
guiding parents through our Parents’ Evenings, helping staff prepare rewards events, or supporting
the celebration of student learning across the school, they have shown reliability, initiative and
genuine care in every corner of their work.
Their standout achievement, though, was the organisation of our Step into Christmas fundraiser in
support of the North East charity Feeding Families. This is a charity deeply rooted in the region,
providing emergency food parcels, support for vulnerable households and dignified, person-centred
help for families facing difficult times. The Student Leaders planned, promoted and coordinated the
entire appeal with professionalism well beyond their years. This was even more impressive with
myself being off-site on a trip on the main day so they really did have to sort and lead it themselves.
Thanks to their efforts and the generosity of our school community, we collected an entire van load
of essential supplies along with a monetary donation of £496.74. Through a fundraising partnership,
this amount was doubled to £993.48, allowing Feeding Families to extend its reach even further
during a time of year when support is needed most. Thank you to everyone who donated we
appreciate every last tin of food and box of cereal!
We are incredibly proud of what the Student Leaders have achieved. Their organisation, creativity
and commitment have enriched the school and made a meaningful difference in the wider
community.



GINGERBREAD COMPETITION
A huge thank you and well done to all our of
Year 7 and Year 8 students who took part in our
Gingerbread Competition on Friday 12th
December - there were some fantastic entries!

SPARK TRUST ANNUAL DRAMA FESTIVAL
Laurence Jackson School once again hosted the 2025 Drama Festival. Students from Huntcliffe,
Conyers and Egglescliffe joined Laurence Jackson students to share excellent work from Y7-13.
Our students made us proud performing extracts from GCSE devised pieces and The
Importance of Being Earnest. We walked away with the following awards:

Best Individual: River A 
Best Comedy Moment: Faith W 

Stand Out Moment: Niamh S & Eve S
Fantastic entries! 



P T SLAY BY MR THORNTON

On a gloomy Wednesday night head of the PTA
James Gravely was murdered!
Only six suspects could have of done it! Cleaner
Robin Mudd, serial complainer Karen Whingin
Winger, local entrepreneur Bobby Diamonds, PE
teacher Jacky Sprint, Head Teacher Morgan Strict
or pupil Drew Young.
Detective Andy Cuffs and Polly Graff sought the
help of Egglescliffe’s finest students' parents and
staff to bring the killer to justice.
Who did it? Well, that's a secret for next time.
Look out for news about the next time the
Drama Department performs this unmissable
show.

Audience Quotes:

"I really enjoyed interacting with the cast and I
did not expect the twist!"
"The cast stayed in role the whole time no matter
what questions we threw at them"
"The show was incredible, we got to interrogate
the cast and help the detectives solve the
murder"

Cast
Robin Mudd: Lucy H
Bobby Diamonds: Heidi M
Jacky Sprint: Niamh S
Karen Whinger: Eve S
Morgan Strict: Faith W
Drew Young: Felix P
Detective Polly Graff: Lacey R
Detective Andy Cuffs: Mr Thornton
Tech/Duncan the Caretaker: Max D

WHAT’S ON IN PSHE THIS HALF TERM?
Our PSHE curriculum ensures that our students are well prepared to be active citizens in

modern Britain. The focus for half term 3 are:

Year 7 – Staying Safe – risk taking behaviour and online safety

Year 8 – Celebrating Diversity and Equality – protected characteristics 

Year 9 – Life in Wider World – options and careers

Year 10 – Staying Safe – peer pressure, road safety and risks of fighting / knife crime

Year 11 – Health and Wellbeing – health, education, revision



ANNUAL CAREERS
FAIR
As the growing focus on
students gaining
experiences beyond the
classroom continues, we
hosted our annual
careers fair in November.
Every student in the
school during the day
making it a very busy day
with nearly 1500
students coming through
the doors. This event
took place in the sports
hall with 60
representatives from
industry, colleges and
universities and the
military. There were a
range of activities on
show to help students
explore the different
roles. Highlights included
naming car parts with
Mercedes and Nifco, an
electrical wiring
challenge with NG
Bailey, bridge building
with Arup, a VR tour of
an off shore wind farm
with SOFIA and the JCB
simulator with Seymour
Civil Engineering. This
was the largest event so
far with a wide range of

disciplines covered
including Law, Health,
Engineering, Finance,
Farming, Energy,
Education, Government,
Automotive, Armed
Services and the Police.
It was great to listen to
some of the
conversations students
had with employers
about their role and how
they got where they are.
The purpose of events
like these serve to show
our students the wealth
of opportunity available
to them when they leave
school with a mix of
small, medium and
global organisations
right here in Teesside.
Several year 10 and year
12 students were able to
start the process of
booking their work
experiences and a
couple of year 13s are
now in the application
phase for degree
apprenticeships. With
the goal of inspiring
students to look at
where their life can go
after school, this event
delivered something for
everyone.



CELEBRATING KINDNESS: HEART-WARMING EVENTS AT EGGLESCLIFFE SCHOOL
At Egglescliffe kindness isn’t just a value - it’s a way of life.
As a school we recognise that “Kindness is the foundation of a safe and inclusive learning environment.
These celebrations reinforce our commitment to nurturing not only academic excellence but also emotional
well-being and character development.”
Over the past few weeks members of our school community came together to celebrate the incredible acts
of kindness shown by our students during the Student Kindness Celebration Events.

These events, were vibrant and uplifting occasions that highlighted the power of small gestures to make a
big difference. From helping fellow students with their learning to offering words of encouragement during
challenging times, our students have demonstrated that kindness truly transforms our school environment.
Highlights of the Celebration:
Kindness Rewards Event in November: ‘Remember, Remember to be kind’
• The event started with kindness ambassadors discussing how we can build on our kindness initiative and

as everyone in our community continues spreading kindness throughout the school and beyond. As we
look ahead, initiatives like this remind us that kindness is contagious—and together, we can create a
culture where everyone feels valued and supported.

• Over 45 students came together to join in the termly kindness rewards event having been recognised for
having earned a high number of kindness points across the term. Students who consistently go above
and beyond to support others were presented with Kindness Certificates. This reward event celebrated
the everyday acts that make our school a welcoming place.

• Due to the kind support of staff, the PTA and Tesco’s we were able to ensure the students had a lovely
time with certificates, refreshments, snacks, a quiz and raffle with some lovely prizes. They were also
able to show an act of kindness to a person of their choice across various groups in school.

Thank you to Tesco’s and Egglescliffe PTA.

A ‘Thank You’ for kindness event in December:
• We held a ‘thank you event’ to celebrate the kindness of students who gave up their weekend time to

be at the school Christmas Market. They helped set up stalls, were part of the Brass Band, helped serve
on stalls, helped decorate and then helped clear away at the end. Students were able to enjoy time
together having a hot chocolate with all the trimmings and some gingerbread and chocolate treats

• Our amazing 6th form team and our Year group ambassadors will start to come together more often as
we look to planning the next events.

• Looking ahead we have another kindness rewards event in Term 2 and in Term 3 a kindness week.



GEOGRAPHY UPDATES
It has been a richly packed term for Geography at
Egglescliffe, with each year group stepping beyond
the classroom to explore the world their textbooks
hint at.
Our Y13 students laced up their sturdy boots with
ankle protection and traced the River Leven from its
upland source on Warren Moor above Kildale to
(nearly) it's mouth in Stokesley. This winding journey
gave them a front-row seat to the rhythms of the
Water and Carbon Cycle, and the chance to apply
their case study knowledge to real landscapes. They
gathered data, compared land-uses, and left with
very muddy boots but hopefully and cleaner insight
into the processes shaping this local scale river
system.
Meanwhile, Y11 headed north to Newcastle for an
immersive tour of their Urban Issues and Challenges
case studies. They explored everything from urban
greening along the Ouseburn, to the expanding
edges of Newcastle Great Park, to the cultural energy
of Chinatown and the Quayside. Themes such as
urban sprawl, the impact of migration, regeneration
projects, and the opportunities and challenges of a
growing city all came to life around them. Seeing
these topics in situ gave students a stronger sense of
how cities evolve, stretch, struggle and adapt.
Y12 enjoyed something especially memorable: a
personalised visit to the Geography Department at
Durham University, exclusively for Egglescliffe.
Students explored cutting-edge facilities, discovered
just how wide geography-related careers can reach,
and even handled equipment with price tags that
could make your eyes widen (some single items
worth around £450,000, and not even the largest
machines in the room). They also heard about the
excellent academic and well-being support available
at Durham, and chatted with current undergraduate
geographers who shared what studying the subject
feels like day to day.
Across all three trips, students represented the
school brilliantly. Their curiosity, teamwork and
enthusiasm made each visit a highlight of the term
and strengthened the real-world foundations of their
learning.

SENIOR MATHS CHALLENGE SUCCESS!
After a five year hiatus, the regional UKMT Team 
Challenges have begun again, starting with the Senior 
Team Maths Challenge in which a group of four Y12s 
and Y13s tackle a series of 'thinking outside the box' 
maths problems. After many successful practice rounds 
where the students had given up their lunchtimes, the 
team travelled to Durham Sixth Form College at the end 
of November to battle against other teams from across 
the North East to determine who would become the 
regional champions!
Picked due to their high scores on the individual maths 
challenge, Pierce and Joe represented the college from 
Y12 and Noah and Tom were selected from Y13. Three 
of these students additionally took part in the second 
round of the Individual Maths Challenge (known as the 
Kangaroo Challenge), and all achieved highly - Noah in 
particular did well and earned himself a Gold 
Certificate!
The quartet did not let themselves down on the day. 
Their teamwork and camaraderie was clearly evident, 
and the students played off each other's strengths very 
well. Throughout the whole competition, the team only 
got 2 questions wrong and only dropped a few more 
points by barely missing out on a time-based bonus 3 
point question set. Even though they finished with an 
incredible 170/180 points, this score was only good 
enough for second place, but still an incredible 
achievement given the quality of the opposition (many 
of which were private schools). 
In previous years, this score would have been good 
enough to win but alas not on this day! Also in previous 
years, the highest scoring second place teams are 
invited to the National Finals (this year to be held in 
Manchester), and so we await with baited breath 
whether or not the team have done enough to qualify 
for this next round. Even if they don't make it through, 
this performance alone was truly awesome and all 
students have been praised highly - well done, you've 
done us proud!



YEAR 11 REWARDS
In the spirit of Christmas, we celebrated our top
90 Y11 pupils (for most positive ratios on
ClassCharts) by providing them a Christmas
movie experience in the theatre, as suggested by
the Y11 Leavers Committee.
🎥 The students voted what they wanted to
watch during this afternoon off timetable
🍿 They enjoyed refreshments lovingly made by
Leavers Committee member Faredah E, and their
Learning Manager, Mrs Newman, whilst raising
funds for their upcoming Prom
They spent time with their Head of Year, tutors
and SLT Link, reaping their hard-earned
celebration
🎓Expect more rewards to come for Y11 as they
make memories in their busy year!



TERM ` INTER-HOUSE COMPETITION RESULTS



Sixth Form
JOURNALISM TRIP
Media Studies and English
Language students attended a
seminar on journalism at
Teesside University, exploring
what it entails and the core
principles. They then created a
Vox Pop, interviewing the
public about a key idea and
gathering the data. This was
then used to create a news
article in the media suite. The

students also got the chance to
use the pod casting equipment
and TV news reporting
facilities. A fun and engaging
day that supports core learning
and skills for the English
Language and Media Studies A
Level courses.

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
Over the past few weeks, leading up to Christmas, every sixth
form tutor group has been gathering and donating items to
create hampers. Working with the charity "Cause", each tutor
group was given a family of 4 to create hampers for. Items
included gifts for the parents and children of different ages, as
well as food and toiletries for all family members.
In the end, as a sixth form, we donated 64 large hampers of
goodies. Ensuring 14 families, who were struggling, have gifts
and food for over the Christmas period.
On Friday 5th December, some of the sixth form community
assisted in packing up the minibus and driving these hampers
over to the Riverside Stadium, in Middlesbrough. It really was a
sight to behold. So much generosity and kindness from all out
sixth form students.



Safeguarding 
Information

 
 

Is Santa bringing your young person tech this 
xmas? Help keep them safe online and learn more 
about setting up filtering and parental controls 
here from UK Safer Internet Centre 
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-
resource/parental-controls-offered-by-your-home-
internet-provider 

 

 
 

Parents/carers need some help to start a 
conversation around the online space with your 
young person? Take a look at this advice from the 
NSPCC to help you get started  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-

families/talking-about-difficult-

topics/?utm_old=difficulttopic 

 
 

The threat of radicalisation is a harm that parents & 
carers should be just as aware of as they are other 
online dangers. To learn more visit 
https://actearly.uk/radicalisation/online-safety/ 
By sharing concerns early, you’re actually 

protecting your child. Visit #ACTEarly for support 

and advice https://actearly.uk 



 
 

Young people enjoy the online space using phones, 
consoles and other devices, it can be hard to keep 
up with them, visit https://parentzone.org.uk/, 
https://www.internetmatters.org/and 
https://saferinternet.org.uk/for tips on apps, 
platforms & more to help keep them safe  

 

 
 

Family gaming database can provide information 
for parents/carers on game content in both video 
game and board game formats-scan the QR code 
or visit the link below to learn more:  
https://www.familygamingdatabase.com 

 
 

Not all children are vulnerable to radicalisation but 
some are and every parent needs to know the 
potential risks and what to look out for. If you are 
concerned act early & seek advice on 0800 011 
3764 or visit https://actearly.uk/ 
 

 



 
 

Report Harmful Content can help you to report 
harmful content online by providing up to date 
information on community standards and direct 
links to the correct reporting facilities across 
multiple platforms  
https://reportharmfulcontent.com/ 

 
 

Parents/carers-Why not consider making a family 
agreement with your young person around online 
use using the Childnet family agreement 
https://www.childnet.com/resources/family-
agreement/ 
 

 
 

Parents/Carers Internet Matters have lots of useful 
advice and guidance to help you support your 
young person to keep safe in the online space. 
Scan the QR code or visit  
https://www.internetmatters.org/ 



 
 

Parents/carers – Ask your young person who they 
are talking to online, how they met them and what 
information or posts they are sharing. If you’re 
worried that a loved one or someone you know is 
being radicalised, visit https://actearly.uk/for more 
information.  
 

 

Parents/carers – Need to learn more about new 
apps or platforms that your young person is using? 
Why not visit https://parentzone.org.uk/and check 
out their online library  
 

 
 

Parents/carers Looking for info online streaming? 
Take a look at the Parents Zone article below:  
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/live-streaming 

 
 

Parents/carers – Is your young person a gamer? 
Why not check out South Western Gril for 
Learnings webpage about online games 
https://swgfl.org.uk/topics/gaming/ 
 

 



 
 

Kidscape is a bullying prevention charity. Kidscape 
support children and their families across England 
and Wales to challenge bullying and to have happy, 
healthy relationships, scan the QR code or visit the 
link below:  
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/ 

 

Parents/carers-Childnet has lots of useful resources 
to help you support your young person in the 
online space, take a look below: 
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/ 
 
 

 
 

Mind is a national charity which provides lots of 
mental health and wellbeing information for adults 
and young people-scan the QR code or visit the link 
below to learn more:  
 
https://www.mind.org.uk/ 
 

 



 
 

Parents & Carers- Need help getting social media 
savvy to help your young person? Take a look at 
some top tips from the UK Safer Internet centre:  
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-
resource/social-media-guides 

 
 

Ollee is a digital friend for ages 8-11 – created by 
Parent Zone and funded by BBC Children in Need.It 
helps children explore feelings around school, 
family, friends, the world and much, much more 
(This tool requires signing in). 
https://parentzone.org.uk/ollee 

 
 

Parents/Carers-Is your young person a gamer? Take 
a look at the info below on how to help keep them 
safe in their online play:  
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/by-
activity/online-gaming-advice-hub/ 

 



 
 

Parents/Carers – Looking for practical advice on 
steps to take to help keep your young person safe 
on social media/online games? Take a look at the 
link below:  
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/ 
 

 
 

Parents/carers - Let your young person know if 
they are approached or feel worried about 
someone who is connecting with them online, they 
can talk to you about it. If you’re worried that a 
loved one is being radicalised, visit 
https://actearly.uk/for more information.  
 

 
 

CEOP Education team aim to help protect children 
and young people from online child sexual abuse. 
CEOP education provides resources and 
information for professionals ,parents and carers  
https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/ 

 



















SAFE SPACE REPORTING
As discussed in previous assemblies and PSHE lessons, students have the opportunity to 

inform staff of something in a discrete manner by completing our SafeSpace report. 

Please see the link: SafeSpace Reporting (egglescliffe.org.uk)

CULTURE OF VIGILANCE AT EGGLESCLIFFE

https://egglescliffe.org.uk/safespace-reporting/

